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THE ART AMATEUR. 
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was described as wearing a "green silk waistcoat, frogged and 
tagged with silver, and trimmed with thick, wide gold lace. The 
petticoat was of thick crimson satin , embroidered all over with silver 
trees, as well as with maroon flowers speckled with black spots 
raised high like velvet or shag." With all this tropical vegetation 
were Svorn high red heels, and powdered hair with tall plumes 
towering a foot above the wearer's eyes ! No wonder ladies in 
those days were said to, have their faces in the middle of their 
bodies. 
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A NOTABLE SALE. 

The sale of the collection of objects of art and curiosity of M. 
Paul, of Hamburg, at Cologne, was one of the great events of 
the last autumn in Europe for amateurs and for the different mu- 
seums whose agents attended it. Part of the collection had 
already figured at the Dusseldorf Exhibition in 1880, and at the 
heraldic exhibition, in Berlin, in 1882. Almost all the decora- 
tive arts were represented — pottery, jewelry, enamelling, lock- 
smith's work, bronzes, and other metal-work, sculpture in ivory 
and in wood, medals, and woven stuffs. The pictures and the 
books were, both in number and in artistic value, very inferior to 
the rest. The chief interest attached to the goldsmith's work, 
the work in other metals, the pottery and the enamels. A large 
coupe, or rather centre-piece, in silver-gilt repousse, attributed 
to Benvenuto Cellini, one of the number belonging anciently 
to the princely family of the Aldobrandini, was hotly disputed, 
and sold at 15,000 marks. Seven of these imperial cups (so 
called because each is consecrated to the. memory of a Roman 
emperor) are the property of M. de Rothschild. This of M. Paul's 
collection is crowned by a statuette of Nero, nearly three inches 
high. The base, in the form of a plateau, is divided into four 
parts, representing the triumphal entry of an emperor, a conflict 
of gladiators, a sacrifice to Apis, and a composition of buildings, 
temples, and palaces, all of exquisite delicacy as to the details, and 
giving proof of rare skill in the artist. A nautilus shell, mounted 
on a foot of silver gilt, representing Cupid, and exquisitely en- 
graved in black lines, is signed E. Beleekin, f. ; it also bears the 
mark of the city of Augsburg, and the initials C. A. A large 
covered cup, in silver repousse' and gilt, crowned with an armed 
warrior, flag in hand, is the work of Hans Pezalt. It sold for 
1750 marks. A medallion, imitating a vessel manned by three 
warriors and with a sail in white enamel, brought 1900 marks, 
and a collar of the Renaissance composed of precious stones and 
pearls followed it at 1700 marks. Four statuettes, in iron, ham- 
mered and chiseled, Augsburg work of the sixteenth century, were 
astonishingly clever and realistic. They represented Jupiter, 
Saturn, Mercury, and Venus, and each was mounted on a little 
Corinthian capital. Several swords, of which the guards and 
hilts were decorated with combats of cavalry, trophies of arms, 
and arabesques brought high prices. Table utensils, instrument 
of the toilette, knives, forks, and ladles completed the list o 
works in metal. These formed a collection apart, and were sold 
all together for about $20,000. 

French, Byzantine, and Roman enamels occupied a place of 
honor. A great triptych of the thirteenth century, 60 centimetres 
high, and very well preserved, represented the last judgment and 
saints and apostles in high relief, on a ground of copper sown 
with flowers in enamel, the royal lily of France being repeated 
many times. There were several splendid pieces of Limoges 
enamel. A great triptych of Nardon Penicaud, the carrying of 
the cross, Calvary, and the descent from the cross, brought 1800 
marks, and two plaques, by Martin Didier, in grisaille, 3900 and 
3000 marks respectively. 

The pottery included a corbeille by Palissy (the companion to 
which is in the Louvre, in the Sauvageot collection), decorated 
with masks and a border of festoons. Of other potteries 
and porcelains there were examples of nearly all — old Rouen, 
Delft, the gray ware of Siegbourg and Frechen and other 
German establishments, majolicas Hispano-moresque and Italian, 
examples of Sevres, Wedgwood, and Saxony ware, and a series 
of oriental porcelains. There was very little in the way of glass- 
work, but what there was was interesting, comprising pieces 
formerly belonging to trades corporations and bearing devices 
appropriate to them. The prices obtained were very good 
throughout. ' 



to have had a great liking for it, and collected even Chinese jars 
that had mountings of ormolu. The name of Riesener occurs 
on several objects, and it need not be said that his work is always 
characterized by good taste. The ugliest objects, says the writer 
in The Saturday Review, to whom we are indebted for the fore- 
going summary, are those rightly or wrongly attributed to the 
collection of Marie Antoinette. 



THE JONES COLLECTION IN LONDON. 

The Jones collection, now at South Kensington, consists of 
the contents of a house in Piccadilly long occupied by John Jones, 
a retired tailor of taste, who, during a long life, had amused him- 
self by accumulating boule and marqueterie, Sevres, and ormolu, 
until his house must have been a domestic museum. He died in 
the first week of 1882, and his executors paid duty on property 
valued at ^"400,000. For how large a sum the bric-a-brac count- 
ed in this total we are not informed, but it cannot have been much 
less than half. The first gallery devoted to the collection is filled 
with furniture, with a few pieces of porcelain to set it off, and a 
picture or two. A second gallery is filled with various examples of 
ceramic ware, some of them very fine, with some cases of minia- 
tures, and with a number of pictures of varying degrees of merit. 
The miniatures include a head of Henry VIII., hardly worthy of 
Holbein, yet possibly his; a remarkable Edward VI., of the same 
school ; the inevitable Mary, Queen of Scotts, neither better nor 
worse nor more authentic than any of the hundreds of similarly 
described heads in public and private collections. Large minia- 
' Ures—Charles II- and J ames u - °n vellum— are interesting but 
faded ; and there are some Isaac Olivers and some Coopers 
which show that art was not extinct in England even under the 
Commonwealth. The Petitots and other French portraits are 
many, and represent the beautiful La Valliere, Mile, de Blois, 
Olympia Mancini, Richelieu, Mazarin, Moliere, Mme. de Soigne; 
Mme. de Montespan, Anne of Austria, Christina of Sweden, and 
many other personages, more or less reputable, of the Court of 
b ranee in the seventeenth century. There are some fine ivories 
in the style of Fiammingo, and among the greatest treasures a 
cup of Limoges enamel, by one of the rarest artists of the Limou- 
«L™»°J iVff Co , urt0is ' " dit Vigier." Hitherto it has been 
supposed that two plaques and three cups, five articles in all, were 
rfSh" X J° ° W ? with tne artist ' s s '^ature. This makes a 

rLnr«»^ J S a -? 1 * fine and ^factory example. The scenes 
u S Saf«v^f n,ta -n lllus ' rative of ' h e Exodus" and are in the 
Th£ »„^„? e , 1Sal K le which Court °is and his family affected. 
i„rl in ,?£ and others and some bronzes, with a suite of furni- 
X„ a ^°7 a '! d some L ? hai ^ of a curious character in ivory, are 
i" 1 '*^ Ka .K ery ' ^. 1C . h °P ens out of tne two fir « mentioned 
momTf ™ ,' he exh,b,tl0n of Mr. Jones's bequest. In the same 
^h?v h» S re at armoire, or press, of boule-work, which will prob- 
ably be regarded as the most important piece of furniture in the 

to t°he ?„' f "T , U . h , aS V 6 ""-"* pulsar appearance ow ng 
to the inlay of lapis lazuli which marks the doors. The most 
costly pieces are those inlaid with china plaques, but the most 
tfnfc ^ l„o a ,h e o th0S f e r ade0f v. inlaid wood o? delicately contrSted 
h e e^, d i^° f ? ark f maho f any ° r rosewood, mounted with 
the exqu s te ormolu of Gouthiere. It is impossible to describe 
the exquisite finish of some of this metal-work. Mr Jones seems 



AMONG THE DEALERS. 

The complaint is common among dealers, and not unfounded, 
that good specimens of the various industries comprised under 
the term of bric-a-brac are becoming scarcer and scarcer. The 
great museums are swallowing up all the rare pieces of 
ancient work that from time to time are brought before the 
public by the sale of collections, and the modern work 
even of such countries as Japan and Persia is deteriorating on ac- 
count of the introduction in them of modern European manu- 
facturing processes conducted with the usual indifference to 
artistic effect, or to anything but cheapness and mechanical ac- 
curacy. Still, it is possible even now for a man of judgment and 
taste to secure many objects of very great artistic merit, even if 
he has not the influence and means of a great museum at his back, 
and must depend on his private resources. It would be well for 
our Metropolitan Museum, which is not a great one, if it could 
secure the services of experts in buying for it, or selecting from 
loans and donations those pieces that are worth having. There 
are seldom seen in this country such porcelains as those that the 
Moore & Clarke Company, for instance, have got together. A 
single gray-green jar in their possession at present, with relief 
ornamentation of figure and branch of foliage, is well worth a 
easeful of the Metropolitan treasures. Persian glass of at least 
equal value to the Jarves collection and Roman glass, iridescent, 
opaque, and engraved even finer than the Marquand glass at the 
museum — the best it contains — are freely exhibited, not three 
days in the week, but all the week through, at the same place. 

Across the way, at Watson & Co.'s, are the famous Spanish em- 
broideries from the Hamilton sale, magnificent wall-hangings of 
Scriptural subjects, wrought by hand, in silks of unequalled color 
and lus.re, and wonderfully well preserved. Old Dresden and 
Worcester ware, Limoges enamels and rare antique Chinese 
lacquer, all of which formed part of the historic Hamilton col- 
lection, were likewise secured by Mr. Watson. It is needless to 
give more examples. The fact is that we in New York are still 
pretty much in the same condition that we were in before our 
vaunted museum was started. If we want to see a fine or un- 
usual piece of artistic work of any kind we must make the rounds 
of the bric-a-brac shops and curiosity dealers' establishments. 
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TWO HISTORIES OF WOOD ENGRA VING. 

Whatever Mr. Linton* chooses to write and publish on the 
subject of wood engraving, will be received with more or less inter- 
est, but his repeated attacks upon what he calls the "New 
School " have come to be characterized by extreme rigorousness 
rather than instructive criticism, and, if we mistake not, his friends 
must regret the publication of much that this book contains. 
With the exception of a single chapter, the matter has all been 
printed in the pages of the lamented American Art Review ; but 
when incorporated into a book of this kind the articles must be 
considered as an important and direct contribution to the litera- 
ture of this subject. 

It would be idle to question Mr. Linton's ability. For many 
years he has been known as one of our best engravers, and if his 
work lacks, what nowadays is considered so indispensable, full 
color and tone, it is not deficient in strength or in delicacy (take, 
for examples of this same delicacy, some of the landscape blocks 
published in the fine edition of Bryant's " Thanatopsis" or Hol- 
land's " Kathrina") in form or freedom of line. Whatever may 
be the change of style, his cuts will always be well regarded. But 
as a writer on contemporary work Mr. Linton by his very profes- 
sion is made incompetent. His criticisms are not only biased, but 
to bolster up some of his weak arguments he is led into making 
charges manifestly unreasonable. An example of this may be 
found in what he says about the use of the " multiple tool." Upon 
the assumption that this instrument is commonly employed, he 
proceeds to draw a parallel, in which a bunch of pencils made use 
of to decrease the labor of making the fine lines of a design, is 
likened to this tool that cuts many lines at once. The testimony 
of any reputable engraver will show that the use of this mechani- 
cal tool is entirely impracticable for the quality of work about 
which Mr. Linton writes. What is said of the "machine rule" 
as applied to wood engraving is unworthy of any serious consid- 
eration, as any one in the least familiar with the present technical 
condition of the art will understand at once. The author is right 
in saying that a useless fineness and over-elaboration of line, when 
a free, direct rendering would answer the purpose as well, is bad 
art. We think with him, too, that too much of form and detail 
is sacrificed in the effort to preserve the color and tone of a strik- 
ing drawing. These extremes to which the new methods often 
run, time and experience will correct. But Mr. Linton would 
have us believe that modern work is therefore inartistic and char- 
acterized by an abject copying of brush-marks. It is to these 
sweeping and indiscriminate judgments that we object, and so 
crudely are they presented that the most cursory reader must see 
that, so far as the book pretends to give an impartial record of 
what has been done by the " New School," the work is untrust- 
worthy. His epigrammatical style is ill-adapted to good criti- 
cism ; the sentences are often involved, and he repeats in the most 
tiresome way. 

Having said so much in dispraise of that portion of Mr. Lin- 
ton's volumes which relates to the modern developments of wood 
engraving, we are glad to turn to the historical narrative concern- 
ing the period between 1775, the time of John Anderson, to within 
the beginning of the present decade. Here we find a full and 
comprehensive history of such early engravers as Anderson, Ad- 
ams, Hall, Bowen, and others of their time, the material for 
which, we are told, was gathered through personal correspond- 
ence and conversation among the older men still living. From 
the time of Adams the history comes to speak directly of the en- 
gravers, who are well known to the present generation by their 
work, printed in our current books and magazines. This part of 
the book is of real and lasting value, for in speaking of these early 
engravers, Mr. Linton is unswayed by any personal influences, and 
he writes clearly and interestingly of their struggles and difficul- 
ties, of their work, and the periodicals and books in which their 
cuts were printed. 

The wide field covered by Mr. Woodberry t so admirably and in 
so limited a space must commend his work to those who have not 
the opportunity or wish to study a more extended history. He 
begins at the beginning, and wise'v says that the time when the 
first rude print was taken from a wood block is unknown. The 

*The History of Wood Engraving in America. By W. J. Linton. 
Illustrated. Boston : Estes & Lauriat. 

t A History of Wood Engraving. By George E. Woodberry. Illus- 
trated. New York : Harper & Brothers. 



Italians and the Germans have solved this question, each to their 
own satisfaction, but to that of none beside. The author traces 
the history rapidly, but dwells sufficiently upon important epochs 
and the men whose influence has been especially felt in later times. 
Thus space is devoted to an account of the "block books," the 
early books printed in the North from type, and containing rude 
pictures, and the accomplishments of the early Italian engravers. 
Separate chapters are devoted to Durer and Holbein. Then fol- 
lows the history of the decline and extinction of wood engraving, 
a simple and direct consideration of the causes which led to this 
state of the art. The artistic movement, which sprung out of 
the mediaeval life, had gathered a force and power which was 
weakened, and at the time of the Reformation religious war- 
fare caused the neglect of all the arts. But the utter extinction 
of wood engraving as a fine art, Mr. Woodberry thinks, was due to 
the changed taste of the age, which ceased to prize a simple and 
beautiful design, but valued art rather as a means of express- 
ing complicated and delicate ornamentation, and in the attempt 
to satisfy this taste wood engravers found themselves excelled by 
the engravers who worked on the copperplate. The art was thus 
forced to abandon its own province and to contend with a rival 
upon a ground where its peculiar power was ineffective. Taking 
up the revival of the art by Bewick, the history of its development 
follows, and the story is clearly and intelligibly told. 

This history has not been altogether a difficult one to write, 
though much discrimination was necessary to compress into a 
limited space the voluminous narratives and details ; still the ma- 
terial was readily at hand and in good shape for use. The really 
arduous part of the task was met when it became necessary to 
deal with the vexed questions connected with the advance of the 
new school, and the questions have not been fully met or ade- 
quately treated. In a book of this kind, a thorough analysis of 
these complications might have been entirely omitted or passed 
lightly upon ; but having taken up the discussion, it might have 
been more comprehensively dealt with in the space given to it. 
Without any logical sequence, Mr. Woodberry criticises the work 
of the modern school, having made no distinct mention of the 
conditions which had been most influential in bringing wood en- 
graving to its present position. Photography is not once spoken 
of in this connection, or the improved mechanical appliances for 
printing ; but perhaps the writer thinks, with Mr. Linton, that dry 
printing is a snare and a delusion. 

Mr. Woodberry writes from the theoretical point of view, but 
he makes his pages interesting, and they are not loaded down 
with the trite commonplaces which we are apt to find in books 
professing a similar aim. From the lack .of practical knowledge, 
he falls into the error of blaming the engraver for the faults of 
the artist. He thinks that we do not well represent texture in our 
modem imitative work, and that this is a growing evil ; but we 
agree rather with what Mr. Hamerton has recently said upon this 
subject. In one of the essays in the " Graphic Arts " he marvels 
at the skill shown in this very quality of rendering texture, and in 
the great versatility of American engravers. 

A good index (a feature which Mr. Linton's book lacks) and a 
bibliography of works upon wood engraving, useful to students, 
are given. Why the 1839 edition of Chatto and Jackson's " Trea- 
tise" is always referred to, and no mention made of the later edi- 
tions, containing the valuable additions made by Mr. Henry A. 
Bohn, it is difficult to understand. Neither is there any mention 
of Mr. Linton's articles or his volume, which was published some 
months before Mr. Woodberry's own book was issued. 



L'ART. 

The volume of L'Art for the last quarter of 1882 shows a 
marked improvement over the preceding volumes for the past 
year, and seems to prove a disposition on the part of the publish- 
ers to maintain its place as the art review, not of France only, 
but of the world. There are fewer of what Mr. Ruskin would 
call " those black scrabbles of modern etchings " than usual, and 
the full complement of illustrations in that sort is made up by 
the greater abundance of good ones. L'Art has always been 
prodigal of etchings. It has sometimes happened to us to think 
that it might be too much so ; but one can hardly have too many 
of such as Leon Gaucherel's two heads after Delaunay, Titania 
and Clorinde, or Leopold Flameng's excellent transcription, rather 
than translation, of Francois Flameng's " Camille Desmoulins." 
Noel Masson's "Chaumieres," too, is in the best style of French 
landscape etching, and C. Faivre's "Weeders of the Pavement, 
Nord Holland," after Boughton, does that clever artist more 
than justice. 

The volume is uncommonly strong in woodcuts, and shows 
what a respectable place the art still keeps in France in spite of 
the fact that it is not there, as here, the foremost of the graphic 
arts, but holds a very subordinate position. A multitude of 
things are expected of our engravers which the French do not in 
the least trouble themselves about, but the directness with which 
they reach their more restricted ends is worth observing. It may 
even be worth while for our American wood engravers to ask 
themselves whether they would not now gain rather than lose by 
placing a limit to their ambition. Puyplat, in " Christmas 
Roses," and Clement Bellenger in " Le Tisserand," attain effect 
and expression by very simple means. At the same time evidence 
is not wanting that our men are exerting a certain influence upon 
their French brethren, witness F. Meaulle's " Omnibus Parisiens," 
after the watercolor by Edmond Morin. 

Even the heliogravures and other actinic reproductions are this 
time exceptionally good. The heliotype of a drawing by Burne- 
Jones is simply wonderful. " David before Saul," from a copper- 
plate by Lucas de Leyde, and the " Folly Holding a Cat," from 
the engraving by Alexander Voet, must be very fair substitutes 
for any but the best prints from the original plates. 

Among the subjects treated of in the text are the Museum of 
Boulaq, with its sculptures of the first Egyptian kingdom ; 
Italian majolicas ; the Museum of Cologne ; the designs for the 
monument to Victor Emmanuel at Rome ; the decorative paint- 
ings which Corot executed for Daubigny, Decamps, Prince 
Demidoff, and others ; the works of Rubens ; and contemporary 
English painters, of whom Mr. Ford Madox Brown receives most 
attention. Champfleury brings to an end his sketch of the de- 
signers of vignettes of the Romantic period. Ludovic Lalanne 
seems determined to reproduce every one of the one hundred very 
poor designs of Jean Cousin's Book of Fortune. Lucas de Leyde, 
Jacob Jordaens, Antoine Coysevox, and Luca della Robbia are 
well illustrated ; and Paul Leroi finishes his account of the Salon 
of 1882 in time to begin on that of 1883. 

It is plain that the editor or "Director General" of L'Art 
wishes to be generous as well as just to foreign artists. Time 
was when Frenchmen acknowledged no modern school of art but 
their own ; now we find them actually employing English and 
German artists and writers on art such as John Watkins and 
Sidney Colvin to mention only one of each. Of course, this is 
the way for L'Art to keep up its cosmopolitan reputation. 



LITERARY NOTES. 
Macmillan & Co. publish Lectures on Art, a 

little book containing more that is worth reading on the subject 
than any original work that has been published in the last two 
years in England, and yet, small as it is, one-third of it might 
have been omitted with advantage. Mr. William Morris' lectures 
on the " History of Pattern Designing " and on the " Lesser Arts 
of Life " are questionable as to principles, facts, and manner of 



